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   THE HILL  

WE DIE ON 

The following is an article that, like last month’s newsletter, was 
shared by a member. As I read through it, I wanted to add some com-
ments of my own, simply to clarify some things that the original author 
was saying. I do not intend to speak for the author or negate anything 
he says, because his main point is worth pondering, especially as we 
draw nearer to church celebrations like Reformation, Thanksgiving, 
Advent, and Christmas—what hill will we die on? My additional com-

ments are italicized. – Pastor Proeber 

The Hill We Die On 

Christianity is at a crossroads. [This is due to things like recovering 

from the depths of the pandemic and the always-intensifying political 
climate, among other things that pertain only to churches like worship 

styles, ministry best practices, etc.] Some churches have planted their 
flags on the hills they’re willing to die on. They’ll stand firm where 

they’ve always stood. Members are bound by long-standing proce-

dural and social behaviors and are unlikely to change them. [To be 

fair, that is not always a bad thing. Tried and true does not always 
equal “needs to be changed.” However, procedures and behaviors 
should always be examined to see if they are what’s best for the mem-

bers and the surrounding community.]  

Other churches are ending their self-imposed lockdowns and 

stepping out with good news. They’re engaging the world through 

social media, by modernizing the worship experience, and by starting 

ministries that change people’s lives for the better. This is uncharted 

territory for them. But they are excited to go there.  

Continued on page 2 
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[A word of caution: just like 
“tried and true” isn’t always bad, 
“new and modern” doesn’t always 
mean something is good. For in-
stance, social media—and technol-
ogy in general—has brought many 
blessings for churches throughout 
the pandemic and beyond. At St. 
Paul’s, we have been able to 
share God’s Word with many 
more people through our YouTube, 
Facebook, and Instagram pages. 
At the same time, has social me-
dia quietly taken away the desire 
to meet in person with other Chris-
tians? Has reading a prayer in 
private ebbed away at the need to 
pray and confess and sing aloud 

with others on a regular basis?  

When looking at modernizing 
the worship experience, we must 
ask what that means within our 
own context—with the people, re-
sources, and abilities God has giv-
en us right now. Yes, we are excit-
ed to start new ministries and ad-
just current ones, but we must be 
careful that we do not change for 
the sake of changing; rather, we 
change for the sake of the gospel 
(which leads to the next para-

THE HILL WE DIE ON 

Continued from page 1 

We recently received our next order of blue 

hymnals, which means we will soon have all blue 

hymnals throughout the sanctuary. In order to get to 

that point, we need your help. The red hymnals that 

remain need to be removed and stored away. As with 

many new books, the blue hymnals need to be 

“broken in” properly. We are also hoping to add a 

sheet of prayers to the front of the hymnals. These 

prayers are similar to what you find on pages 10 and 

11 of the red hymnal (prayers for before and after 

worship, before and after communion, etc.). And, 

finally, the new blue hymnals will go into the hymnal 

graph).] 

Christianity will always be at a 

crossroads because an ever-

changing world needs [the never-

changing (Hebrews 13:8)] Jesus. 
Remember, there is one hill that 

we all died on. It is Calvary. On 

Calvary, we died to ourselves and 

“in Christ all will be made 

alive” (1 Corinthians 15:22). Our 

devotion to Jesus evolves out of 

the churning of repentance and 

renewal. We are always in a cycle 

of killing off our old inadequacies 

and coming back to life in new, 

God-pleasing ways. God’s mercy 

on us releases the power of God’s 

grace in us. [Because of God’s 

grace,] we can initiate new direc-

tions for ourselves and for the 

church [which focus us on that 

most important hill.] 

If you are a church leader, 

please help us choose the right 

road. [We normally don’t like 

“choose” verbiage as Lutherans. 
However, choosing a “right road” 
for how to use resources to the 
glory of God and for the good of 

racks. It seems like a lot but, as with any volunteer 

opportunity, many hands make light work. 

On November 5, from 10:00 to Noon, we will have 

a hymnal workday. Yes, this is during the Willing 

Workers’ Craft and Bake Sale. But perhaps you would 

consider making your trip to church a “2-for-1 spe-

cial” by donating some time to helping with the hym-

nals in addition to getting some delicious pies and 

beautiful crafts for the holiday season. Volunteers of 

all ages are welcome and can be utilized in this en-

deavor! Any questions can be directed to Chris Wil-

liams or Pastor Proeber. † 

   HYMNAL WORKDAY ON NOV. 5 

others is in line with the biblical 
ideas of stewardship, leadership, 

and good works.] More than any-
thing, we come to church to see 

Jesus. We need to experience his 

love on a personal level. We want 

to follow him as best we can and 

lead others to him. You may need 

to reinvent yourself to help us do 

that. You are at a crossroads too.  

[It’s always good to examine 
what we do—to see if anything is 
done out of selfishness, laziness, 
or complacency. When those 
things come up (and they often do 
for me), reinvention is necessary. 
But we are also specific people 
with specific gifts in a specific 
place that has specific needs—we 
don’t need to compare ourselves to 
other churches and make our-
selves look like them. We compare 
ourselves to what God calls us to 
do in his Word. When we do that, 
the necessary “reinvention of self” 
will take place. And in turn, per-
haps without our noticing it, God 
is glorified and our neighbors are 

served.] † 
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Well, it’s been approximately 

one month now since fall officially 

began.  The leaves have been 

“changing” colors and have been 

striking the ground for quite some 

time. And, as we all are well 

aware, there will soon be a white, 

flake-like substance barreling 

downward and temperatures will 

be doing the same as we head to-

ward the end of 2022! 

For a “change” of pace, our St. 

Paul’s Youth hit the road on Octo-

ber 2nd, as we headed over to 

Putt-N-Play in Stevens Point. After 

a quick overview of the facility, 

we sat down and enjoyed a varie-

ty of foods, including Pastor Proe-

ber’s fish fry! (Be certain to ask 

him about this delightful 

“warming” experience!!)  Next, it 

was on to a very entertaining 

eighteen holes of indoor mini-

golf.  And, finally, we “detoured” 

our way back to St. Paul’s wrap-

ping up a very success-filled, four

-hour, adventure-filled day!  

On the sports scene, a 

“change” is also about to take 

place!  Our volleyball season 

wrapped up on October 15th with 

the annual tournament held at 

Northland Lutheran High School.  

Nine teams participated with St. 

Mark’s, Eau Claire taking home 

the championship trophy.  A big 

shout out to Mrs. Rachel Provost 

and Mrs. Sarah Sellnow for coach-

ing our team again this year!  Al-

so, to Mr. Al Verjinsky for so gra-

ciously gathering and sponsoring 

the food for our concessions.  And, 

last but certainly not least, to Mrs. 

Kristie Schroeder for faithfully or-

ganizing and manning the conces-

sion stand!  Also, we say farewell 

to our 8th grade student/athletes, 

Jasmine Chapman and Xaris 

Sellnow, and wish them well in the 

future. The next exciting “change” 

that will take place will be the 

transition to basketball.  Practices 

will start to take place next month 

with games to follow early in 2023. 

Make sure to mark your calendars 

for games, times, and locations in 

a gymnasium near you! 

At the time this newsletter 

went to the presses, we were ea-

gerly anticipating a new adven-

ture (“change” if you will) up at 

Northland Lutheran.  As seen on 

the October “WELS Connection” a 

“WELS Youth Night” would take 

place on Sunday, October 23rd 

A SEASON OF CHANGE 
By Staff Minister Randy Pahl 

from 5:45-8:30 PM.  This gathering 

was advertised as a mini “Youth 

Rally” that would include games, 

music, prayer, a Bible message, 

small group discussion, and food 

for high school students who at-

tend our local congregations.  

One of the exciting features of the 

evening was the fact that most of 

the activities would be spearhead-

ed by young adults ages 20-30. 

We hope to provide you with an 

update on how the event was re-

ceived in next month’s newsletter. 

With all of the above 

“changes” occurring, one thing 

that never changes is the awe-

someness of our God!  As we look 

back at the change Martin Luther 

began during the Reformation 505 

years ago, we are reminded that 

God’s Word and love for us and 

all His children is changeless, and 

it is “our great heritage, and shall 

be ours forever…throughout all 

generations!” Till next month…† 

The third and 
fourth grade class 

visited the  
Necedah  

National Wildlife 
Refuge and a 

cranberry marsh.  

Adventures in mini-golf  
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KEEPING OUR SCHOOL FLOURISHING 

COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING DINNER 

We are having a Call Meeting 

on Tuesday, November 1 at 6:00 

PM to call for a new principal. The 

time allows for the regular Board 

Meetings to take place as close to 

their normal time as possible.  

Why are we calling for a new 

principal? John Melso has ex-

pressed his strong desire to teach 

in the classroom as much as possi-

ble. He will step down as our 

called principal, effective at the 

end of this current school year. 

God willing, he will also transition 

into your 7th and 8th grade class-

room; Mrs. Destinee Fiecko will 

teach primarily in your 1st and 

2nd grade room next year. 

So, why have a Call Meeting if 

all your teaching positions will be 

filled? There is so much more that 

could be (and needs to be) done! 

Administration, remedial teaching 

(private tutoring), school-specific 

outreach, planning for the future 

of the school, continuing to con-

nect the school and its families to 

church activities, supervising and 

encouraging current teachers, the 

list could go on for quite a while! 

Basically, having teachers in each 

classroom is definitely a great 

blessing—and we thank God for 

the blessings that our teachers 

are—but your school ministry 

would benefit even more from 

having another called worker on 

staff to help accomplish even 

more. 

Are You the Answer? 

Another facet of this calling 

process: if you have any teaching 

experience (public or private), 

administrative experience, or just 

a heart for assisting the teachers 

of your school, your help could be 

utilized. With the synod-wide 

teacher shortage, churches and 

schools are being asked to use 

every avenue possible to meet 

The Community Thanksgiving Dinner will once 

again be hosted at our church on Thanksgiving Day. 

This ministry provides a traditional Thanksgiving 

meal to those who can’t afford one or have difficulty 

preparing large meals for themselves. No-cost, take-

out meals will be available from 11:00AM to 1:00PM 

on Thanksgiving Day. We are continuing with carry 

out only meals, with delivery to qualifying individu-

als with mobility issues. 

Last year well over 500 meals were served.  This 

large endeavor requires many volunteers to pre-

pare, serve, and deliver meals plus clean up after-

wards.  Help is needed on both Nov. 23 & 24. To vol-

unteer, please contact Nicole Sukow at 715-572-4629.  

We also need donations of baked goods - cook-

ies and bars. Think of items that will hold their shape 

their needs. So, let’s say, hypo-

thetically, God does not grant us a 

called principal for the next 

school year; perhaps he could 

grant us a hired administrator 

from among the congregation; or 

perhaps a retired (or current pub-

lic school) teacher would present 

themselves to teach part-time and 

ease the load of some of the teach-

ers. If you are interested in learn-

ing more about these possibilities, 

you can speak with BOLE Chair-

man Tom Peronto, John Melso, or 

either of the pastors. 

There are so many opportuni-

ties for continued flourishing with-

in the school; we need as much 

help as we can get. Whether that 

comes through a called worker or 

another avenue is up to God. All 

we can do is ask. Who knows? 

Maybe you—yes, you—are part of 

the answer to our prayers.  † 

 

well when cur and transported. (That means no pies, 

please.) Also keep possible allergies in mind and 

make your items without nuts. You can bring your 

donations to the kitchen on Nov. 23.               

 To receive a meal, individuals must call 715-575-

9610 between Nov. 7 and Nov. 14 (9:00 am-4:00 pm) 

to make a reservation. Pickup times will be assigned 

when the reservation is made. 

Give someone another reason to be thankful, by 

volunteering for this ministry. † 
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  The Craft and Bake Sale is quickly approaching. The dates and times of the sale are 

Saturday, November 5 (9am-12pm) and after each service on Sunday, November 6. 

Please drop off any donations of baked goods or craft items on Friday, November 4. If 

you bake anything with nuts, please remember to double wrap the item and label it. 

With the weather turning colder, potato soup is on the menu. We have a need for po-

tatoes, carrots, and onions for this hearty soup.  If you have any of these vegetables to 

donate, they may be dropped off at the kitchen the week of October 24. 

With your help, we will have a successful Craft and Bake Sale. All proceeds will go to 

paying down the mortgage. Plan to come early for the best selection of delicious 

baked goods, other food items and unique arts and crafts. Hope to see you there! † 

FALL CRAFT AND BAKE SALE 
By Linda Pollnow 

One year ago, you received five 

different mailbox announcements, 

a letter from the pastors, and an 

invitation to an open forum, all of 

which were about the purpose 

and process of the Peter Plan. 

Nine months ago, elders and el-

der assistants began reaching out 

as part of that plan to individuals 

and families who had been absent 

from worship. Now in a few 

months, some individuals and 

families who have not returned to 

worship will come before the con-

gregation for release or removal.  

As these final steps of the Peter 

Plan are taken for some, let’s re-

fresh ourselves on the purpose 

and process of the Peter Plan. 

Having a clear understanding of 

the what and the why of what 

we’re doing will help ensure this 

is what we want it to be—a con-

gregational culture of Christian 

care. 

WHAT AND WHY 

In four to six week increments 

an elder, elder assistant, pastor, 

PETER PLAN UPDATE 
By Pastor Peter Plagenz 

or staff minister has either called, 

sent messages online, sent letters, 

or made in-person visits to try to 

connect with individuals and fami-

lies. That means when someone 

comes into the final stages of the 

Peter Plan, they will have been 

contacted at least 8-9 times over 

the course of a year. 

There are many goals with these 

contacts. Most notably, we want to 

find out if everything is okay, pro-

vide gentle encouragement to re-

turn to worship, and give loving 

admonishment as needed. All of 

these steps and contacts are done 

with loving concern for these peo-

ple’s well-being, physically but 

especially spiritually.  

As Christians, we recognize the 

need to regularly be in touch with 

the gospel in Word and Sacra-

ment. Scripture says this is what 

creates and strengthens faith. A 

Christian who isn’t connected to 

the gospel is one who is missing 

the very thing that gives them 

spiritual life. We want every sin-

gle person who is a part of St. 

Paul’s to regularly receive this life

-giving gospel—whether that’s in 

worship, a home-visit, or private 

communion—if for no other rea-

son than because we care. 

WHAT ABOUT ME? 

Did you notice the pronouns in 

the previous paragraphs? This is a 

we thing. Yes, the elders, elders’ 

assistants, and pastoral staff are 

carrying out the logistical steps of 

the Peter Plan, but the concern 

belongs to the entire congrega-

tion as well as the reaching out 

that can be done.  

We, as the body of Christ (1 Co-

rinthians 12), feel and act togeth-

er. If one part of the body hurts, 

we all hurt. If the body takes up a 

task, each member does its part. 

We have the opportunity to 

demonstrate that right now, to 

show ourselves to be the body of 

Christ in the little, everyday 

things we do with and among each 

other. † 

 

CRAFT & BAKE SALE 
 

Saturday, Nov. 5  

9AM - noon 
 

Sunday, Nov. 6 

After worship 
 

Pies • pickles • soup 

Jams • cookies •bars 

Chicken lasagna 

Canned goods 

Much more! 
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for repairs, maintenance, and up-

keep of our facilities for the 

church and the two parsonages.  

Plus, there is another $14,900 allo-

cated for the copiers, software, 

postage, paper, and other sup-

plies needed in the church office.  

For a total of $69,750 among all 

these ministries.  

What’s the point of all the 

numbers?  Of our total budget of 

slightly more than $1.2 million, 

only a small percentage (5.6%) is 

actually devoted to the various 

boards. If we subtract out the 

Board of Properties and Lutheran 

Education, the percentage of dol-

lars used for actual church minis-

try is only $20,750. Why is that? 

Ministry needs people as well 

as dollars. While increased finan-

cial budgets would enable us to 

fund more ministries, increased 

participation from members 

would greatly enhance the minis-

tries we already do! It is my pray-

er that you support our ministry 

not only with your dollars and 

prayers, but also with your time 

and abilities! 

P.S. If there is anything re-

garding our finances you wish to 

know more about, please let me 

know and I will attempt share that 

information with everyone in fu-

ture newsletters. † 

FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT 
By Michael Anderson, Financial Secretary  

Previously, I had looked at 

the “big” expenses we have 

budgeted for (salaries, benefits, 

mortgage, etc.).  To complete 

the picture, let’s look at the 

budgets for the various ministry 

boards. 

Family Ministry set a budget 

this year of $1,500. The largest 

share of this is used for the park 

rental for our summer VBS pro-

grams and for Sunday School 

materials. Worship budgeted 

$2,850 to cover the costs associ-

ated with providing the neces-

sary supplies for our worship 

services like communion wine 

and music licensing. Mission 

Outreach budgeted $1,500 for 

advertising and supplies for 

events.  Fellowship has $0 in the 

budget; most activities are fund-

ed by the groups that host the 

events (e.g. Lenten meals pre-

parers take the cost of the meal 

out of the freewill offerings re-

ceived). The Board of Elders has 

a $0 budget also. The Board of 

Lutheran Education has a budget 

of $20,000 in addition to the pre-

viously discussed salaries and 

benefits. This is used for text 

books and supplies needed to 

keep the school functioning. And 

lastly, the Board of Properties 

has budgeted $29,000 this year 

VETERANS DAY OBSERVANCE 
Military service veterans are invite to our school’s chapel service 

on Wednesday, Nov. 9 at 8:55 AM as the school observes Veterans 

Day. We would like to honor you and thank God for sacrifice and ser-

vice. Your presence may inspire a young person to consider military 

service in the future. Hope you can attend. 

MLC IN CONCERT 

AT NORTHLAND 

 On October 19th, St. Paul’s stu-

dents in grades 5-8, as well as teach-

ers, family and friends all headed 

north to enjoy an hour of worship and 

praise to the Lord as Martin Luther 

College’s “Choir Fall Tour” opened 

at Northland Lutheran High School.  

After a brief opening by President 

Gurgel, the choir sang a litany of 

nine gospel-filled compositions one 

of which was sung with Northland’s 

choir and a second with those in at-

tendance. Interspersed was a time of 

sharing by a few of the MLC students 

- information about our college, en-

couragements for students and adults 

alike, and even a few t-shirts!  Princi-

pal Wiechmann closed the event with 

words from the Psalms, and by giv-

ing thanks to their director and to the 

choir for leading us in praise to our 

awesome God! † 

Thanksgiving Eve  
Worship Service 

Nov. 23 at 6:30PM 
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Current  

 In memory of Barbara Brun-
didge given by James & Jeanne 

Jackson 

 In memory of Bill Eichhorn    
given by Susan Dempze, Dale & 

June Kretschmer, Ruth Taggatz, 

Stuart & Wendy Mac Pherson, 

Jon & Diana Hillstead, Peter & 

Barbara Pavloski,  David & Mary 

Irish,  Jacki & Robert Ehmke, 

and Sandra Ironside 

 In memory of Dorothy Ubinger 
given by Betty Meyer and Tom 

& Barb Reitz 

 In memory of Joe Simenson   
given by Janet Heister 

SPECIAL GIFTS & MEMORIALS  
through October 16, 2022 

CATECHISM CORNER 
Means of Grace 

The means of grace is defined as “the gospel in Word and 

sacraments.” The gospel – the good news of sins forgiven in Jesus – 

can be proclaimed through spoken words. We see an example of 

this in Acts 13:26-43, where Paul preaches the good news in the 

community of Pisidian Antioch. The gospel can also come to human 

hearts through the sacraments—Baptism and Holy Communion—

where the Word of God is attached to visible elements. 

Sacraments 

The Word sacrament means “a sacred action.” Sacraments have 

three characteristics: 

1. A sacrament is a sacred act that Christ instituted or established 

for Christians to do. 

2. A sacrament is a sacred act that includes the use of earthly ele-

ments (water, bread, and wine) connected with God’s Word. 

3. A sacrament is a sacred act through which Christ offers, gives, 

and seals the forgiveness of sins and, so also, life and salvation. 

The two sacraments are Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. 

- Luther’s Catechism © 2017 NPH 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
 
 
 
 
 

Advent by Candlelight 
A Women’s Event 

Sunday, Dec. 4  
at 6:00PM 

 

 
 
 
 

Christmas for Kids 
Saturday, Dec. 10  

at 9:00AM 
 

Both ministries are seeking 
volunteers.  Look for sign 

ups in the near future. 

 In memory of Tom LaFontaine 
given by Tom & Barb Reitz 

 In thankfulness for their wed-
ding given by Seth & Emily  

Kroells  

Endowment Fund  

  In memory of Bill Eichhorn   
given by Marilyn Foley and 

Hartley & Ruth Arsta 

Mortgage 

 In memory of Vernon Verjinsky 
given by Marilyn Foley, Anita 

Simenson and Tom & Gayle  

Bartelt 

 In memory of Bill Eichhorn    
given by Chuck & Marcie     

Oestreich  

School  

 In memory of Lisa Konkol given 
by Lynn Seifert,  Gregory & Pa-

tricia Haugen, Daniel & Linda 

Konkol and other family and 

friends 

St. Paul’s School Assistance Fund  

  In memory of Carol Newsom's 
Brother given by Edna Haf-

erman  

 In celebration of John & Sara 
Batzer's 50th Wedding Anniver-

sary given by Mike & Judy An-

derson 
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

     UPCOMING EVENTS 
Nov. 5 ~ Hymnal Workday 

Nov. 5 & 6 ~ Craft & Bake Sale 

Nov. 9 ~ Veterans Day Observance 

Nov. 23 ~ Thanksgiving Eve Worship 

Nov. 24 ~ Community Thanksgiving Dinner 


